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P
acific S

hield
 is an authorized, unofficial publication of the Fourteenth C

oast G
uard D

istrict. T
he vie

w
s and opinions expressed in the P

acific S
hield

 are not necessarily those of the D
epartm

ent of Transportation or the U
.S

. C
oast G

uard.
M

aterial is for inform
ation only and not authority for action. S

tories m
a

y be reprinted except articles reprinted from
 other publications. P

acific S
hield

 is pub
lished quarterly w

ith a circulation of 1,500 and is reproduced by offset printing.
A

ttention contributors:
 Te

xt should be subm
itted via C

oast G
uard e-m

ail to dpa/D
14d. S

ubm
issions can also be sent e-m

ail via the internet to d14pao@
pixi.com

. P
hotograph subm

issions should be color prints or slides
. N

o P
olaroids

please. P
hotos require captions explaining w

ho
, w

hat, w
hen, w

here and w
hy, should  identify everyone sho

w
n and  include the photographer’s nam

e.
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E
ditor’s note

T
here isn’t m

uch that is m
ore exciting than a successful rescue at sea in bad w

eather. T
he only

thing m
ore exciting for m

e as a Public A
ffairs O

fficer is w
hen I hear the w

ords “W
e have video

and stills of the rescue.” W
hen w

e can get even 10 seconds of video in the hands of the local
television stations, w

e’ll get on the evening new
s w

ith am
azing im

pact. You’ll read in this issue
about the C

G
C

 Planetree’s rescue of the sailing vessel Spirit W
ind and the survivors’ interview

at Sand Island. T
he dram

atic video of their rescue shot by a Planetree
crew

m
an w

as m
arketed to all local T

V
 stations and w

ill subm
itted to

the new
 television series C

oast G
uard.

O
ne of the only bad things about being the editor of a publication is

w
hen you m

ake a boo-boo. Since I subscribe to the policy “G
o big or

stay hom
e,” I follow

 that policy w
ith errors also. In the last issue, a

cutline in the story about the Jung Sheng 8 m
isidentified the escorting

378 as the M
idgett instead of the Jarvis. B

oth ships w
ere involved in the

case; w
e just put the w

rong nam
e in the cutline. I offer m

y hum
ble

apologies to the entire crew
 and their fam

ilies, w
ho know

 that hull
num

ber 725 is indeed the Jarvis. I know
 you w

ill probably find m
ore

errors and w
e w

elcom
e the feedback from

 our readers. N
obody’s perfect, but

som
ehow, know

ing that T
im

e and N
ew

sw
eek

contain typos every w
eek doesn’t m

ake m
e

feel any better about our m
istakes.

W
e w

elcom
e you to the w

orld of A
T

O
N

 in
the H

aw
aiian Islands in this issue. Since

challenges to A
N

Ts differ so greatly from
district to district, and those challenges alw

ays
are rather form

idable, every chance I get to
take an eye-opening w

alk in the other person’s
shoes, I grab it. Four days on K

auai w
ith A

N
T

H
onolulu surely kept m

y eyes open.
Finally, a big thanks to our Far E

ast A
ctivity

in T
okyo, Japan, for taking us to the top of

M
ount Fuji. T

hat’s the type of story w
e

w
ouldn’t be able to cover if it w

eren’t subm
itted

by people just like you. W
e w

ill consider any
stories and photos w

e receive for subm
ission. A

lthough w
e can’t guarantee placem

ent in
Pacific Shield, w

e have access to unlim
ited m

arketing possibilities throughout the country. Your
story could end up in your hom

etow
n paper, reaching m

any people w
ith the C

oast G
uard

story. So ... keep those cards and letters com
ing!

E
xecutive E

ditor

C
G

C
 Jarvis and J

ung S
heng 8

Tellin
g th

e C
o

ast G
u

ard
 Sto

ry . . .
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N
ohili L

ight is at the end of  B
arking Sands.  T

his serene
and isolated point is located at the very end of the only
road circling the island.  T

he N
a Pali M

ountains rise up
seem

ingly from
 now

here to form
 a natural term

inus.  T
he

islands of N
iihau and L

ehua R
ock rise from

 the horizon in
the distance.

T
he light is protected by over a m

ile of sand dunes on
three sides, and the Pacific O

cean on the fourth.  Since
getting either vehicle stuck in the sand halfw

ay to the light
w

ould have som
e rather unpleasant results, all held their

breath and plow
ed on through.  A

s the vehicles ap-
proached the light, the crew

 decided to reduce air pressure
in the tires to ensure passage through the really sugary
sand.  A

fter a particularly bladder-rattling jaunt, the team
arrived at the light.

tru
ly fro

m
H

ilo
 to

H
an

alei

M
ackenzie cleans the lens before it is put into place.

T
he crew

 lets air out of
 the tires to

im
prove the traction in sugar-fine sand

near the light.

TT
hink of a big city w

ith no traffic lights or street signs
to tell you w

here or w
hen to go.  T

hink of driving
into a dangerous area like a hairpin turn or bridge

construction w
ith no w

arning signs.  C
haos w

ould reign.  A
n

equally hair-raising situation w
ould result on our w

aterw
ays

w
ithout the diligent and tireless efforts of the crew

 of A
ids to

N
avigation T

eam
 H

onolulu.
T

he dedicated crew
 of A

N
T

 H
onolulu perform

 one of the
m

ost unsung m
issions of the C

oast G
uard —

 m
aintaining the

nation’s navigable w
aterw

ays.
W

hile only five people are regularly assigned to the A
N

T
,

they currently have six people to m
aintain 86 structures

scattered throughout the H
aw

aiian Islands, truly from
 H

ilo
to H

analei, according to B
M

C
 W

illiam
 M

ackenzie, A
N

T
’s

officer in charge.
T

heir w
ork w

ouldn’t be so com
plicated if the structures

w
ere right in H

onolulu or otherw
ise close at hand.  For the

A
N

T
, even the act of arriving at a site takes a com

plicated
choreography of logistics. A

n 80-m
ile trip to N

ohili L
ight on

Carrying
m

ore than their w
eight

A
N

T
 H

on
olulu

goes to extrem
es

Sto
ry an

d
 p

h
o

to
s b

y Lt. M
au

reen
 P. M

arch
(d

14
p

ao
@

p
ixi.co

m
)

K
auai requires air transportation of 4-w

heel drive vehicles
and then som

e nifty sand-dune driving through nearly
im

possible terrain just to get on site.
O

nce on K
auai, the drive to N

ohili began w
ell before dark

as M
ackenzie, M

K
2 T

ony R
. A

cuff, SN
 John C

. M
assey and

SA
 Jequetta R

. M
ontefusco took the tw

o all-terrain vehicles
on the road to begin the day.  A

fter stopping only to buy
w

ater and snacks for the long day ahead, it still took over an
hour to reach the gate at  Pacific M

issile R
ange Facility at

B
arking Sands.

A
 new

 dayboard is put into place.
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W
earing safety harnesses to protect

against falls and bright yellow
 helm

ets
to protect against falling debris, the

crew
 began the grueling, tim

e-
consum

ing task of
m

aintaining the structure.
A

rm
ed w

ith a can of w
asp

killer and a ham
m

er, A
cuff began

dism
antling the often sand-buried

battery box.  Instead of fighting nature’s
tendency to pile sand over the box, the
team

 decided to m
ove the bracket halfw

ay
up the structure to keep it off the ground,
w

hich w
ill also m

ake it less attractive to
w

asps.
T

hey rem
oved, repaired or replaced

every part of the light and returned it to
its proper position.  T

hey constructed a
new

 dayboard and fit it precisely into
place.  W

hile these structures appear to
be sim

ple in design, they contain a rem
arkable

num
ber of parts that run the risk of failing.

E
nem

ies of the A
N

T
’s m

issions are m
any.

W
eather, both bad and good, can destroy integral

parts of A
T

O
N

 structures.  Storm
s rip dayboards

and w
hole lights apart, w

hile som
etim

es the parts
them

selves are the troublem
akers.  Plastic bulb

changers that w
ork w

ell in cold-w
eather areas w

ere
installed in som

e of the lights, according to
M

ackenzie.  In the relentless tropical sun, the
plastic m

elts, causing the light to fail.  W
henever

possible, the plastic changers are changed out
before they fail.

B
ase H

onolulu Industrial helps the A
N

T
accom

plish this backbreaking w
ork behind the

scenes.  B
ase personnel provide construction

support necessary for m
aintenance of larger aids

that w
ould be difficult for A

N
T

 personnel to
accom

plish.  “W
ithout B

ase Industrial’s help, our
job w

ould be m
uch m

ore com
plicated,” said

M
ackenzie.

B
ase Industrial w

as also responsible for the
construction and m

aintenance of the tw
o D

ifferen-
tial G

lobal Positioning System
 (D

G
PS) tow

ers
erected in the H

aw
aiian Island chain.  T

he
nation’s first D

G
PS tow

er w
as erected at U

polu
Point on the B

ig Island, and construction on the
150 foot tow

er at B
arking Sands w

as com
pleted

last Septem
ber, according to D

C
C

 G
reg Shultz at

B
ase Industrial.
W

hen D
G

PS is activated, it w
ill provide nearly

pinpoint navigational accuracy for a m
yriad  of

navigational and com
m

ercial uses.
T

he team
w

ork and cooperation
betw

een these tw
o partners benefits the

people of H
aw

aii in m
any w

ays.  E
very

ship or boat w
hether com

m
ercial or

recreational uses the aids to navigation
system

.
M

ackenzie said, “O
ver $63 billion

in com
m

erce and 4,125 com
m

ercial
vessel transits w

ere assisted by our
A

T
O

N
 last year.”  

Every part of the
light is rem

oved,
repaired or
replaced ...

B
M

C
 W

illiam
 M

ackenzie



H
igh seas

re
scu

e

W
hen the Pacific Pioneer left K

ew
alo B

asin
N

ovem
ber 28, those on board had no idea that the

vessel w
ould never return to port. B

ruce W
ilson,

the captain, his crew
 of four, and Joe A

rceneaux,
an observer for the N

ational M
arine Fisheries

Service, all left on a regular fishing trip. A
t about

1:45 p.m
. the next day, the vessel’s high-w

ater
bilge alarm

 sounded in the pilot house. For
W

ilson, this m
eant a bilge pum

p w
as probably not

w
orking and that the w

ater level in the engine
room

 w
as a little high.

U
pon inspection, he and his engineer discov-

ered a bigger problem
. B

oth pum
ps w

ere w
orking,

but the w
ater level w

as still rising. It w
asn’t long

before they saw
 the sm

all green light piercing
through the bottom

 of the hull.
T

he danger w
as clear. T

hey w
ere taking on

w
ater through a hole about the size of a golf ball.

For W
ilson, this w

as nothing to panic about. A
 rag

should plug the sm
all hole and slow

 the incom
ing

By Lt. Pau
l Albertson

 (LT_P_Alb
ertso

n
/d

l4m
@

cg
m

stp
.u

scg
.m

il)

N
orthw

est and N
ortheast U

nited States have also
expressed interest.

A
bout 110 dom

estic long-line fishing vessels
have V

M
S transm

itters installed, Yam
ashita said.

A
ll of the vessels are either based in H

aw
aii or

have perm
its to fish around H

aw
aii. Som

e foreign
vessels that have a history of fishing violations in
U

.S. w
aters, including the South K

orean H
aeng

B
ok fleet, also have V

M
S transm

itters installed.
Yam

ashita said that usually only 60 to 70 of
those vessels are transm

itting at once. T
he rest are

either in port or outside the H
aw

aiian Islands.
T

he transm
itters have several features that are

actually advantageous to the crew
s of the vessels,

said Yam
ashita. W

ith N
M

FS perm
ission, m

asters
can connect devices for receiving faxes, w

eather
inform

ation, and other m
essages at sea. A

nd in an
em

ergency, pressing tw
o buttons on the front of

the transm
itter activates an em

ergency position-
indicating radio beacon, and the unit can act as a
backup G

PS receiver for navigation.
Yam

ashita said that crew
s that resisted having

the V
M

S installed on their boats w
ere less

reluctant w
hen they learned about the ad

ded
features.

T
he hardw

are is relatively inexpensive, accord-
ing to Y

am
ashita. T

he transm
itters, com

puter, and
softw

are are sim
ilar to those used by m

ajor
delivery com

panies to keep track of their trucks.
A

s a result, no special program
s had to be w

ritten,
and the system

 has adapted fairly w
ell to vessel

m
onitoring.
A

ircraft and cutter patrols of the area,
Yam

ashita said, w
ould be expensive and tim

e-
consum

ing. V
M

S, on the other hand, costs about
four cents per vessel for each hourly report. T

he
C

oast G
uard estim

ates the cost of operating a C
-

130, on the other hand, at alm
ost $4,100 per hour.

T
am

pering w
ith the transm

itters is alw
ays a

possibility, but N
eininger pointed out that C

oast
G

uard w
atchstanders w

ould be suspicious if a unit
suddenly stopped transm

itting, and w
ould

investigate.
V

M
S has resulted in the interdiction of three

vessels suspected of fishing in the protected species
zone.

T
he C

oast G
uard C

utter A
ssateague stopped

the first, the fishing vessel Sea D
ragon, on June 7

near L
isianski Island, about 1,000 m

iles northw
est

of O
ahu, and also stopped the B

ig D
eal. T

he
C

oast G
uard C

utter Point E
vans interdicted the

Pacific Pioneer near N
ihoa Island in late O

ctober
after the V

M
S indicated that they m

ay  have been
fishing inside the zone.

N
M

FS is still investigating all three cases. T
he

m
asters of the vessels either blam

ed faulty

navigation, or claim
ed that they had not been

fishing in the protected species zone and that the
system

 w
as w

rong.
N

eininger could only speculate as to w
hy the

operators of vessels w
ith V

M
S transm

itters on
board w

ould try to fish inside protected zones. H
e

said, “It’s so inconspicuous (that) m
aybe they just

forget it’s there.”  

H
aw

aiian M
onk S

eal

H
ig

h
 tech

m
onitoring

T
he fishing vessel

Pacific Pioneer becam
e the

latest in a line of vessels
interdicted for suspected
fishing violations in late
O

ctober because of a new
electronic safeguard that’s being tested
around the H

aw
aiian Islands.

T
he N

ational M
arine Fisheries Service’s vessel

m
onitoring system

 uses transm
itters to track long-

line fishing vessels that operate in the Pacific to
prevent them

 from
 fishing in protected zones. A

black box about the size of a hardcover book uses
the G

lobal Positioning System
 to determ

ine the
ship’s position, then transm

its that inform
ation by

satellite to the C
oast G

uard.
A

 com
puter in the Fourteenth D

istrict’s Joint
R

escue C
oordination C

enter com
piles the

inform
ation and displays the vessels’ locations on a

chart. A
ccording to L

t. j.g. M
ike N

eininger of the
district’s office of law

 enforcem
ent, the system

keeps track of these transm
issions so

w
atchstanders in the JR

C
C

 can see if the ship has
slow

ed to fishing speed, or if it is only passing
through the zone.

V
M

S w
as created as a low

er-cost w
ay to

By PA3 C
h

ris D
evin

e
(d

14p
ao

@
p

ixi.co
m

)

enforce the protected species
zone around the N

orthw
estern H

aw
aiian Islands,

an area that is m
ore than 1,000 m

iles long and
about 100 m

iles w
ide. It stretches from

 N
ihoa

Island, northw
est of K

auai, to M
idw

ay and K
ure

Islands. T
he zone protects the habitat of several

anim
als, including the endangered H

aw
aiian

M
onk Seal, from

 long-line fishing. N
eininger said

that som
e other types of fishing are perm

itted.
V

M
S is in the first year of a three-year trial in the

Fourteenth D
istrict, N

eininger said, but there have
already been inquiries about the system

 from
 other

countries. Scot Y
am

ashita, A
ssistant Special A

gent
in charge of the N

ational M
arine Fisheries Service’s

H
onolulu office of law

 enforcem
ent, said that

C
anada, several E

uropean countries, and the Forum
Fisheries A

gency, w
hich represents the interests of

South Pacific island nations, are either looking into
establishing their ow

n vessel m
onitoring system

s or
have pilot program

s in place. O
fficials in the

T
he Pacific Pioneer case holds an im

portant m
essage,

not the least of w
hich is that hull integrity is vital. A

lso
w

orth noting is that, “It w
ould have been a good idea to

have a w
atertight door to the engine room

,” instead of a
w

ooden covering, said B
ruce W

ilson, the long-liner’s
captain. “T

he boat w
ould probably still be afloat.”

C
urrently, there are no C

oast G
uard hull inspection

requirem
ents for com

m
ercial fishing vessels. B

ut the
C

oast G
uard does have a variety of safety equipm

ent
requirem

ents, w
hich helped save the crew

 of the Pacific
Pioneer. R

equirem
ents for U

.S. docum
ented fishing

vessels include the high-w
ater alarm

 that initially alerted
the captain to a problem

, the bilge pum
ps that could

have dew
atered the engine room

 had the flooding been
controlled, and the radio used to call the C

oast G
uard.

T
hey also include the first aid kit brought aboard the raft,

w
hich even included aspirin for headaches, and the life

raft used by the crew
 upon abandoning ship. T

he raft not
only provided a storage place for provisions; it also helped
the C

oast G
uard spot the crew. T

he C
oast G

uard
conducts free, no-fault dockside exam

s to help operators
determ

ine w
hich safety requirem

ents apply to their vessel.
U

pon successful com
pletion of the exam

, the vessel is
given a safety decal. A

 current decal tells C
oast G

uard
cutters that the vessel should be considered a low

 priority
for safety checks at sea. To schedule an exam

, call the
M

arine Safety O
ffice at (808) 522-8260 x143. For

additional inform
ation, contact the district Fishing Vessel

Safety C
oordinator at (808) 541-3078.

H
ig

h stakes inspections
By Lt. Pau

l Albertson
 (LT_P_Alb

ertso
n

/d
l4m

@
cg

m
stp

.u
scg

.m
il)
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T
he C

oast G
uard A

uxiliary offers no-cost
C

ourtesy M
arine E

xam
s to help

ensure your boat is safe and legal.

1-800-818-U
S
C

G
for m

ore inform
ation

c
a
ll

BER
ESPON

SIBLE
w

ater. W
hen he stuffed a rag into the hole, his

hand pushed right through.
N

ow
, the hole w

as the size of a baseball, and
w

ater gushed in. “It looked like an uncapped fire
hydrant,” W

ilson said. H
e im

m
ediately called the

C
oast G

uard, and the crew
 donned life jackets.

T
he 70-foot long-liner w

as 35 m
iles north of

M
aui, and the closest vessel w

as m
ore than 20

m
iles aw

ay. T
he urgency increased as w

ater
covered the m

ain diesel engine in about 15
m

inutes. T
he captain ordered the crew

 to aban-
don ship.

A
 seasoned sailor, W

ilson im
m

ediately directed
the crew

 to deploy the life raft and gather necessi-
ties such as flares, a m

edical kit, w
ater, and food.

T
hey clim

bed into the raft and w
aited.

In the m
ean tim

e, the C
oast G

uard launched
tw

o H
-65 helicopters and a C

-130 aircraft from
A

ir Station B
arbers Point to rescue the crew.

B
ecause the Pacific Pioneer w

as relatively close
to land, the C

oast G
uard w

as able to reach the
crew

 in about an hour. W
ith the C

-130 overhead,
the first helicopter low

ered a rescue sw
im

m
er to

the life raft to assist the survivors.
A

fter hoisting four people, the helicopter
landed on the passing m

erchant vessel Far E
astern

A
bove: A

 B
arbers P

oint H
-6

5
 sits on the deck on the F

ar E
astern S

ilo after

hoisting four P
acific P

ioneer crew
m

en from
 the w

ater.

Inset: T
he crew

 of
 the P

acific P
ioneer w

ave to rescuers from
 their life raft.

Silo, dropped them
 off and w

ent back for the
others. W

hile the rest w
ere hoisted aboard, a

second helicopter picked up the four from
 the

m
erchant ship and then joined the first helicopter

on its w
ay to K

ahului, M
aui. A

s the last m
an w

as
recovered, the Pacific Pioneer sank out of sight.

T
he rescue w

as successful because of the
actions the crew

 and captain took. E
xperience had

taught W
ilson w

ell. A
side from

 m
any years at sea,

he had experienced a sim
ilar incident as a deck

hand in 1991. T
he fishing vessel he w

as on sank
about 400 m

iles from
 land in the G

ulf of A
laska

w
ith a raft that did not w

ork.
Fortunately, the crew

 w
as rescued

by a nearby C
anadian ship. “T

hat
helped m

e think a lot m
ore clearly,”

W
ilson said. N

ow
adays, W

ilson
takes extra precautions. “I m

ake
sure everything’s ready. W

hen I
cam

e on board, I m
oved everything

w
ithin arm

’s reach.” A
s a survivor

of tw
o vessel sinkings, W

ilson
added,  “N

o one ever thinks it’s
going to happen to them

, but it
can. A

nd w
hen it does, you’d better

be prepared”  

photos by Lt. John Bowen

It w
asn’t long

before they
saw

 the sm
all

green light
piercing
through the
bottom

 of the
hull.
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training, picked up the couple at
sea and brought them

 to Sand
Island Sep. 29.

E
arl L

ehm
ann, w

ho left his
H

am
burg, G

erm
any, hom

e at age
15 to becom

e a m
erchant seam

an,
said the Spirit W

ind w
as battling

40-foot seas and w
inds 35-knots or

higher Sep. 23 w
hen the sloop

rolled over at about 9:30 a.m
.

“It felt like tum
bling in a

w
ashing m

achine,” said K
aren

L
ehm

ann, w
ho w

as below
 deck

w
hen it happened. M

y first concern
w

as to see if m
y husband w

as at the
helm

. H
e w

as there.”
T

he 36-foot sloop turned over again tw
o hours

later and sustained severe dam
age.

“It w
ent upside dow

n and back up again,” E
arl

L
ehm

ann said. “T
he second tim

e cleaned out
everything. T

he m
ast w

as broken and the radio
equipm

ent w
as no good.

“T
he sea w

as just too m
uch and the pum

ps
couldn’t take out the w

ater,” he ad
ded. “W

e had
to get off.”

K
aren L

ehm
ann, w

ho injured her ribs on the
second rollover, and her husband rem

ained calm
in the face of adversity.

“I really never felt
fear but m

y ribs w
ere

hurting,” she said, “I
trust in m

y husband
because he’s know

l-
edgeable. W

e knew
 the

C
oast G

uard had been
notified w

hen w
e w

ent
in the raft.”

A
 C

oast G
uard

C
-130 airplane from

Sacram
ento, C

alif.,
w

as flying over the couple by 11 a.m
.

“It really m
ade us feel good to see the plane,”

E
arl L

ehm
ann said. “T

hey dropped a radio to us,
so w

e could talk to som
eone.”

A
 N

avy P-3 from
 W

hidbey Island N
aval A

ir
Station in W

ashington, flew
 out to relieve the

C
-130 as nightfall set in.
T

he Planetree, w
hich w

as about 70 m
iles aw

ay
from

 the Spirit W
ind, reached the L

ehm
anns at

9:40 p.m
.

C
hief W

arrant O
fficer John G

raham
 of O

hio,
the cutter’s boatsw

ain, said high seas m
ade the

approach to the raft difficult.
“T

he approach had to be off sw
ells,” G

raham
said, “so the cutter and the raft w

ould ride up and
dow

n. W
e had to tim

e it right.”
SN

 R
yan R

iley of K
entucky accepted the

assignm
ent of clim

bing dow
n a net-like ladder to

the couple. “I w
as hanging on w

ith one hand and
reaching out to them

 w
ith the other,” said R

iley,
w

ho w
as practically in the ocean.

B
y 10:01 p.m

., the L
ehm

anns w
ere safely

aboard the Planetree.
“T

he C
oast G

uard did a
good job getting us aboard and
then the crew

 gave us the shirts
off their back,” E

arl L
ehm

ann
said.T

he w
eek before, the

L
ehm

anns attem
pted to assist

the C
oast G

uard in a rescue
operation involving the sailboat
M

adeira and m
issing A

ustra-
lian solo sailor Irw

in T
hons.

“W
e w

en
t over to th

e position
 b

ut w
ith

 th
e

h
igh

 seas, w
e couldn

’t see anyth
in

g,” E
arl

L
eh

m
an

n
 said. “A

t th
e tim

e, w
e n

ever figured
w

e’d be in
 trouble, too.”

“I’m
 n

ot afraid to go back out to sea if
you‘ll purch

ase a boat for m
e,” said E

arl
L

eh
m

an
n

, w
h

o h
asn’t been

 turn
ed off to

sailin
g yet.

“B
ut h

e’d better n
ot ask h

is w
ife to go

alon
g,” K

aren
 L

eh
m

an
n

 ad
ded.  

 “
I w

as h
an

gin
g on

w
ith

 on
e h

an
d

 an
d

reach
in

g ou
t to th

em
w

ith
 th

e oth
er,”

–
 SN

 R
yan R

iley

      C
utter Planetree

K
aren and E

arl L
ehm

ann

lea
ve the C

utter P
lanetree.

S
S

tory b
y R

od
 O

h
ira

H
on

olu
lu

 S
tar-B

u
lletin

u
rv

iv
ors of th

e

S
urvivor E

arl L
ehm

ann, aboard

the C
utter P

lanetree.

Spirit W
ind

Spirit W
ind

Spirit W
ind

P
h

otos b
y P

A
2 S

cott E
p

p
erson

(d
14p

ao@
p

ixi.com
)

E
arl an

d
 K

aren
 L

eh
m

an
n’s tw

o-
and-a-half year Pacific O

cean sailing voyage
ended suddenly, but not tragically, in 40-foot seas.

“If everyone w
ere as w

ell prepared as they
w

ere, there w
ould be m

ore rescues and few
er

disappointm
ents,” C

oast G
uard spokesw

om
an L

t.
M

aureen M
arch said, referring to the 55-year-old

C
anadian couple, rescued at sea the night of Sep.

23 after spending 12 and-a-half hours in a life
raft.T

he L
ehm

anns w
ere

sailing back to V
ancouver,

B
.C

., from
 K

auai in high
seas w

hen their sloop,
Spirit W

ind, began sinking
about 800 m

iles off C
ape

B
lanco, O

re.
R

escuers, how
ever, had

no problem
s locating the

couple because E
arl

L
ehm

ann, an experienced
seam

an, w
as prepared for

any em
ergency at sea.

“T
hey had everything

they needed to stay alive,”
M

arch said.
For exam

ple, both the
sloop and raft w

ere
equipped w

ith an em
er-

gency position-indicating
radio beacon, or E

PIR
B,

w
hich led the C

oast
G

uard right to the couple.
“W

hen w
e bought these

things,” K
aren L

ehm
ann

said, “w
e never expected

to use them
, like buying

insurance. B
ut it paid off.”

T
he A

laska-based
C

oast G
uard C

utter
Planetree, a buoy tender
en route H

aw
aii for
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one of FE
A

C
T

/ M
IO

 A
sia’s Japanese em

ployees,
w

as the first person to reach the top. T
his w

as the
17th tim

e Fukukaw
a

clim
bed M

t. Fuji in the
past 17 years. H

e
finished in 5 hours, 15
m

inutes. T
he last group

finished the clim
b to the

top in 7 hours.
It is a tradition to have

a bow
l of Japanese

noodles w
hen you reach

the top of M
t. Fuji, and

the group thought it w
as

great. N
o one cared about

the cost. T
he group rested

at the top for an hour and
then together started the
also very difficult hike
dow

n.  Fukukaw
a, D

avid
W

igger and A
lex E

llis
arrived at the bottom

 in 1
hour, 45 m

inutes.
FE

A
C

T
/M

IO
 A

sia w
ill

continue the annual M
t. Fuji clim

b. If
anyone w

ishes to join the clim
b next

year, the veterans w
ill be ready to show

the w
ay, despite the old Japanese

saying, “A
 w

ise m
an clim

bs Fuji-san
once; only a fool clim

bs tw
ice.”
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u
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n
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l
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R
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F

a
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E

a
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A

c

t

i

v

i
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i

e
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(

F

E

A

C

T
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Y

o
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o
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A

i
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B

a

s
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T

o

k

y

o

 

J

a

p

a

n

t. Fuji, referred to by the
Japanese as Fuji-san, is
perhaps the favorite and
m

ost w
idely recognized

feature in Japan. T
he

12,388-foot Fuji-san is a volcano that has been
dorm

ant since 1707.  M
any people clim

b the
m

ountain every year, but few
 m

em
bers of the

C
oast G

uard fam
ily ever see the view

 from
 the top

of Japan’s national treasure.
A

s part of a physical fitness challenge held by
Far E

ast A
ctivities and M

arine Inspection O
ffice

A
sia, located in Japan, several m

em
bers of the

C
oast G

uard fam
ily clim

bed M
t. Fuji in late

A
ugust.
T

he clim
bers included  R

ichard, L
inda and

D
avid W

igger, C
huck and A

dam
 G

oettsch,
Futoshi Fukukaw

a and D
anny, Sandy and A

lex
E

llis.
O

n a clear day, M
t. Fuji, about 50 m

iles w
est, is

visible from
 FE

A
C

T
/M

IO
 A

sia’s office on Y
okota

A
ir B

ase in T
okyo. T

he top of M
t. Fuji is covered

w
ith snow

 80 percent of the year and receives
around tw

o m
illion clim

bers each year.
T

here are ten rest stations on the w
ay to the top

of the m
ountain. T

he clim
bing usually com

-
m

ences at station five at 7,868 feet. M
any new

clim
bers purchase a “Fuji Stick,” w

hich is a
w

ooden clim
bing stick that can be

branded at each station to verify
how

 far each clim
ber has

gone. It costs 200 yen (approxim
ately $2) to have

each stick branded.
T

he group left Y
okota A

ir B
ase at 4:30 a.m

., in
order to start clim

bing at 6:15 a.m
. A

bout one and
a half hours later at station seven, the clim

bers
separated and began m

aking the difficult and
exhausting clim

b at their ow
n pace. T

he trail from
station six to seven consists of a thick layer of
pebble-sized pum

ice. E
veryone experienced the

difficulties of stepping on these rocks, each tim
e

going tw
o feet forw

ard and six inches backw
ard.

B
etw

een stations seven and eight the clim
bers

began to feel the effects of the thin air. N
orm

ally,
the w

eather is very w
ind

y after station seven. B
ut

fortunately the day w
as clear and cool, w

ith only a
slight breeze. T

here are several places along the
w

ay to the top of M
t. Fuji w

here clim
bers can

purchase food and drinks. E
ven lodging is avail-

able. T
he higher they clim

b, the m
ore expensive

item
s get. A

 soft drink ranges from
 $4 to $10 per

can.A
fter station nine, clim

bing becam
e a real

challenge. H
ere the path becom

es very rocky and
steep, and the air is very thin. Inexperienced
clim

bers had to use both hands and feet to
advance to the top at a

very slow
 pace.

Fukukaw
a,

C
lim

b th
e s

acred
 M

ountain
C

lim
b th

e s
acred

 M
ountain

B
y C

m
d

r. D
an

n
y E

llis
(D

.Ellis/feact@
cg

m
stp

.u
scg

.m
il)
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SA
R

EX

I
n an attem

pt to establish
cross-border search and
rescue operations, H

ong
K

ong and C
hina held an

international exercise at H
ong

K
ong’s K

ai T
ak airport in early

D
ecem

ber.
Seeing an opportu-

nity to show
 the

Pacific R
im

 nations
the capabilities of the
U

.S. C
oast G

uard, a
four-m

an contingent
from

 the 14th D
istrict

attended. A
long w

ith
60-plus years of
experience, they also
took a com

puter used
to assist in planning
searches. T

he
com

puter-aided
search planning
(C

A
SP) program

 is
used throughout the
C

oast G
uard,  but is

not available in the Far E
ast. In previous years,

participants used facsim
ile m

achines to transm
it

the search data back and forth from
 H

ong K
ong to

H
onolulu. T

his year, the attendees w
ere able to see

the process done in real tim
e.

Participants included the U
.S. A

ir Force, U
.S.

N
avy, R

oyal N
avy, R

oyal A
ir Force, H

ong K
ong

G
overnm

ent F
lying Service and the Japanese

M
aritim

e Safety A
gency. C

ountries present but
not participating included Singapore, M

alaysia,
T

hailand, Indonesia and V
ietnam

.
C

apt. D
ennis Sirois, chief of operations for the

14th D
istrict said, “T

his is an excellent opportunity
to display the C

oast G
uard’s SA

R
 planning ability

and techniques to several different governm
ents

that are interested in either expanding or develop-

ing their search and rescue
capabilities.”

A
ccording to a report in the H

ong K
ong S

tandard,
Jam

es H
ui C

hee-sum
, the general m

anager of
H

ong K
ong’s C

ivil A
viation D

epartm
ent, said there

are no plans to m
erge rescue services w

ith C
hina in

1997. Plans are to have operations extend to each
other’s territory to speed up action. T

here should
be no borders during
em

ergencies, said H
ui.

T
he ties m

ade w
ith

the people in H
ong

K
ong should serve as a

building block w
hen

H
ong K

ong is turned
over to the People’s
R

epublic of C
hina in

1997.   

A
bove: C

m
dr.  D

ick H
uw

el (right), L
t J

ohn C
am

eron (center),

and R
D

1
 T

ed A
llen (seated), discuss opera

tions w
ith a H

ong

K
ong search and rescue controller.

L
eft: S

irois confers w
ith G

eorge C
hao, A

ir T
raffic M

ana
gem

ent

D
ivision S

ar C
oordina

tor, of H
ong K

ong’s C
ivil A

viation D
e-

partm
ent.

B
eech K

ingair aircraft used by the H
ong K

ong

G
overnm

ent F
lying S

ervice for search and rescue.

B
y PA

C
 C

hristopher E
. H

aley
(C

.H
aley/d14d@

cgsm
tp.uscg.m

il)

Photos courtesy of L
t. John C

am
eron

F
a
r E

a
st

E
ducation

F
L

O
A

T PL
A

N

*U
SC

G
*U

SC
Git offers a direct line of com

m
unications to the

C
oast G

uard that could save precious tim
e w

hen
sea rescues are involved.

W
hen the divers off K

aneohe called for help as
the w

ater slow
ly rose around their ankles, they

first called 911 and then the fire departm
ent

before they w
ere given the *U

SC
G

 num
ber for

the C
oast G

uard.  “T
his could have been one

phone call too late,” R
atajczak said.

B
ecause they eventually called the C

oast
G

uard directly, nearby vessels w
ere diverted to the

scene and all five divers w
ere pulled from

 the
w

ater soon after their boat w
ent dow

n.
T

he “star” cellular num
ber is not unique to

H
aw

aii, how
ever, said R

atajczak.  Som
e areas on

the m
ainland have “*C

G
,” w

hile others have
sim

ilar num
bers.   

H
elp is just a phone call aw

ay

F
ifteen thousand envelopes, one addressed to

every registered boater in H
aw

aii, w
aiting to be

stuffed w
ith inform

ation. Stuffing envelopes is
probably not very high on anyone’s list of things to
do. B

ut in N
ovem

ber, it w
as on the top of G

roup
H

onolulu’s list.
In an effort to inform

 the boating com
m

unity
about the im

portance of filing float plans and trip
plans, G

roup H
onolulu’s

crew
 took on the task of

sending blank form
s to

every registered boater in
the state. T

he form
s are to

be filled out and left w
ith

either fam
ily or friends in

case of an em
ergency. T

his
w

ay, if the w
orst happens,

the people left at hom
e w

ill have accurate inform
a-

tion concerning the boat and the trip.

A
 float plan lists the characteristics of the boat, its

em
ergency equipm

ent, personnel on board and
com

m
unications capabilities. T

he trip inform
ation

form
 tells w

here and w
hen the boater left, their

destination and tim
e of return.

A
ccording to Q

M
C

 R
ob R

atajczak (r.ratajczak/
gruhono@

cgsm
tp.uscg.m

il) of G
roup H

onolulu
O

perations C
enter, m

ost overdue cases they handle
are because of poor com

m
unications. Som

etim
es

the boater and their friends or fam
ily m

em
bers have

incorrect inform
ation regarding the boat’s charac-

teristics.
If a boater leaves both a trip and float plan w

ith
som

eone responsible, it w
ill im

prove the chances of
being rescued. W

hen the C
oast G

uard begins
searching for a m

issing boater, they w
ill ask for the

inform
ation contained in these form

s. For a free copy
of the form

s, call (808) 541-2483 anytim
e.  

C
ourtesy of G

roup H
onolulu

W
hen their 17-foot boat started sinking in the

w
aters off K

aneohe, H
aw

aii, in late O
ctober the

five divers on board didn’t radio for help or send
up signal flares —

 they used their cellular phone
and called the C

oast G
uard.

B
oaters in H

aw
aii have been able to reach the

C
oast G

uard by dialing *U
SC

G
 since 1993,

according to Q
M

C
 R

ob R
atajczak  (r.ratajczak/

gruhono @
cgsm

tp.uscg.m
il) of G

roup H
onolulu

O
perations C

enter, but not m
any of them

 knew
about it.

“It started about three or four m
onths ago,”

R
atajczak said, referring to a recent push to get

the w
ord out about the service. “W

e sent out float
plans to every registered boater in H

aw
aii, and on

the 15,000 copies w
e put the *U

SC
G

 num
ber.”

*U
SC

G
 is an em

ergency n
um

ber like 911, but

Leave it
behind

B
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2 Scott E
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1 John M
oss

(d14pao@
pixi.com

)

Patricia C
. Sutherland helped pave the w

ay for
w

om
en in the C

oast G
uard. A

s one of the first 12
w

om
en to join the U

.S. C
oast G

uard W
om

en’s
R

eserve, she m
ade it possible for the full integration

of w
om

en into today’s active duty service.
Sutherland began her m

ilitary career at the age of
24. T

hen Patricia H
ediger, she enlisted in the N

avy

W
om

en’s R
eserve, know

n as the W
A

V
E

s, in N
ew

Y
ork in 1942 shortly after A

m
erica entered W

orld
W

ar II. She w
as prom

pted by a friend to join;
how

ever, her husband Jim
 Sutherland said it didn’t

take m
uch persuasion. A

t the tim
e m

ost people
w

ere looking for any w
ay to help the w

ar effort.
W

hen President Franklin D
elano R

oosevelt
signed legislation creating the C

oast G
uard

W
om

en’s R
eserve —

 or SPA
R

s —
 N

ov. 23, 1942,
Sutherland quickly transferred to the C

oast G
uard.

M
ore than 10,000 w

om
en follow

ed her into the
SPA

R
s betw

een the years 1942 and 1946. Y
oung

w
om

en joined the SPA
R

s prim
arily for patriotism

.
T

hey filled jobs in the U
nited States, freeing C

oast
G

uard m
en to serve at sea and on foreign soil.

Sutherland w
orked as a storekeeper and a

recruiter w
hile stationed in L

ong B
each, C

alif.
R

ecruiting w
as especially difficult for the SPA

R
s.

T
hey needed to recruit w

om
en into one of the least

know
n services. T

o help in the proactive effort,
Sutherland posed for m

any recruiting photos and
posters. She stayed in the SPA

R
s until D

ec. 23,
1943, w

hen she left because of a m
inor illness. She

w
ent on to w

ork for the R
ed C

ross in southern
C

alifornia.
Patricia Sutherland passed aw

ay in H
onolulu at

the age of 77. M
em

orial services w
ere held at

Punchbow
l N

ational M
em

orial C
em

etery N
ov. 1.

She w
as a pioneer w

ho, along w
ith other

w
om

en in W
orld W

ar II,
helped opened a door that
has never been shut.  

P
ioneer’s

egacy lives on
l

L
eft: S

utherland appeared on the A
ugust

1
9
4
3
 cover of T

he S
tand-B

y.

R
ight: S

utherland’s urn at

P
unchbow

l N
a
tional

M
em

orial C
em

etery.



 2
1

J
a
n
.-M

a
r. 9

6
 Pacific S

h
ield

P
acific S

h
ield

 J
a
n

.-M
a
r. 9

6
2
0

K
udos

P
artn

ers
in

 G
u

am
B

y B
rian

 K
. N

aran
jo

P
acific C

rossroad
s

U
.S. C

oast G
uard M

arianas Section and the
village of M

erizo w
ere recently aw

arded the 1995
Sister V

illage A
w

ard for sm
all com

m
ands by the

C
om

m
ander in C

hief, Pacific, G
uam

 representa-
tive, during cerem

onies held on G
uam

.
T

he Sister V
illage program

 is intended to
prom

ote m
utual sharing and understanding

betw
een the people of G

uam
 and U

.S. m
ilitary

m
em

bers and their fam
ilies in the area.

T
he crew

 of M
arianas Section w

ere cited for
planning and supporting M

erizo’s Fiestan T
asi,

the village’s m
ajor fiesta; restoring equipm

ent at

the Santa M
arian C

am
elin Park; beautifying the

village by painting m
urals on the village bridge

guard rails; participating in E
arth D

ay celebra-
tions by cleaning up the reef and planting trees;
posting anti-litter signs and taking part in other
village beautification projects.

“T
his year’s w

inners achieved superior success
w

ith their program
s by dem

onstrating unselfish,
energetic, all-hands involvem

ent in m
aking the

Sister V
illage program

 a great success.  T
hese

program
s w

ere dynam
ic and resourceful, vigor-

ously fostering our ‘one com
m

unity’ spirit,” said
R

ear A
dm

. D
avid L

. B
rew

er III, com
m

ander, U
.S.

N
aval Forces M

arianas.
C

apt. Philip W
ieczynski, com

m
anding officer,

M
arianas Section said he w

as honored by the
recognition. “I am

 really thrilled that w
e’ve w

on
this aw

ard. B
eing part of the Sister V

illage
program

 show
s a real com

m
itm

ent to the local
com

m
unity, and is also a real opportunity for our

people to get out and get involved.”  

C
a
m

b
o
d
ia

n
 visito

rs
E

N
S Scott Sm

ullin talks to six C
am

bodian officers on the bridge of the 378-foot cutter R
ush in H

onolulu.  T
he O

fficers
w

ere part of a delegation touring the U
.S. m

ilitary bases on O
ahu in late Septem

ber.

glory
B

W
ith quiet determ

ination, T
ony L

eiato w
on

the W
orld D

rug Free Pow
erlifting Federation

cham
pionship in H

orsham
, E

ngland, O
ct. 29,

breaking the W
D

FP
F bench press w

orld record
in the process.

T
he 30-year-old second class boatsw

ain’s m
ate

from
 C

oast G
uard Station H

onolulu broke the
w

orld record w
ith a bench press of 507 pounds.

T
he previous record of 501 pounds had been

held by G
erald W

elsh of L
ouisiana since 1988.

A
long w

ith his quarter-ton bench press, he had a
dead lift of 716 pounds and squat of 777 pounds
for a total of 2,000 pounds.

L
eiato (A

.L
eiato/gruhonosta@

cgm
stp.uscg.m

il)
has been pow

erlifting
in drug-free com

peti-
tions since 1988.
T

hey’re referred to as
drug-free because the
participants don’t use
steroids to artificially
increase their strength.
T

he 5-foot-10-inch,
273-pound L

eiato
com

peted in H
orsham

as a m
em

ber of an
A

m
erican team

com
prised of previous

W
D

FPF national
cham

pions. In
pow

erlifting com
peti-

tions, the w
inner is

determ
ined by adding

the com
bined w

eight
of the three lifts —
bench press, squat and
dead lift.

L
eiato holds seven

state pow
erlifting

records and tw
o

national records along w
ith his new

ly-acquired
w

orld record.
L

eiato grew
 up in H

aw
aii and is of A

m
erican

Sam
oan ancestry. B

efore leaving for this
com

petition, L
eiato w

as asked by E
ni

Faleom
avaega, the A

m
erican Sam

oan
congressm

an in W
ashington, D

.C
., to com

pete
on the A

m
erican Sam

oan O
lym

pic team
. Since

there is no com
parable pow

erlifting com
petition

in the O
lym

pic gam
es, he w

ould com
pete in the

shot put or ham
m

er throw. W
ould he consider

going?
“A

re you kidding? I don’t care if it’s
badm

inton ... I’m
 going,” L

eiato said.
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T
ony L

eia
to squat m

ore than

7
0
0
 pounds during the W

orld

D
rug F

ree P
ow

erlifting F
ed-

era
tion

 ch
a
m

p
ion

sh
ip

 in

H
orsham

, E
ngland.

Leah Leiato
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Pacific A
ir Force C

om
m

and C
enter -

http://w
w

w.cidss.af.m
il

A
b
s
t
r
a
c
t
:
 tracks typhoons and w

ill provide not only the w
eather in the islands but

also a forcast stretching all the w
ay from

 the m
ainland of A

sia to A
laska.

U
nited States C

oast G
uard -

http://w
w

w.dot.gov/dotinfo/uscg/
A

b
s
t
r
a
c
t
: W

elcom
e to the U

.S. C
oast G

uard H
om

e Page. O
ur goal is

to m
ake inform

ation available on C
oast G

uard m
issions and activities

nationw
ide.

A
b
s
t
r
a
c
t
:
 W

elcom
e to Fred's Place. Fred's Place is dedicated to U

. S. C
oast G

uard A
ctive

D
uty, R

etired, R
eserves, A

uxiliary, "A
ll T

hose W
ho Served,” and the C

oast G
uard SPA

R
S.

Freds Place - http://w
w

w.cris.com
/~

fsiegel/hom
e.htm
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 p

rid
e

T
he com

m
and of O

m
ega Station H

aw
aii believes that

leadership can be seen in how
 you w

ear the uniform
.  E

T
2 K

ing
sets the exam

ple for others to follow
.  H

is boots and brass are
consistently highly polished, uniform

 pressed, and his groom
ing

standards are alw
ays w

ithin regulations.  H
e w

ears the uniform
w

ith pride.  H
e is a “recruiting poster” C

oastie.

E
S
U

V
olu

n
teer sh

o
w

s resp
ect

L
eadership m

eans that you are ready and w
illing to serve as

needed.  A
lthough E

T
2 John T

. W
ard has served in m

any
repatriation events at H

ickham
 A

ir Force B
ase, he can still be

called upon at a m
om

ent’s notice.  R
ecently, he w

ent to pay his
respect to those w

ho had given the ultim
ate sacrifice.  W

hen
there w

as a shortage of personnel,  W
ard stepped forw

ard and
volunteered to participate.

M
A
R
S
E
C

L
ead

in
g th

e w
ay th

rou
gh

 k
n

ow
led

ge
In D

ecem
ber, M

A
R

SE
C

 held a career enhancem
ent w

eek.  A
one-hour training session w

as held each m
orning to explain the

advancem
ent opportunities for the enlisted w

orkforce.  A
fter-

w
ards, the district com

m
and enlisted advisor, the district career

inform
ation specialist, and the district assistant educational

officer w
ere m

ade available to m
em

bers that r equested further
inform

ation.  C
m

dr. M
artin Phillips understands that the leaders

m
ust ensure that people know

 how
 to set a career path if the are

expected to head dow
n it.

G
ro
u
p
 
H
o
n
o
lu
lu

Ju
n

ior m
an

 is team
 lead

er
 A

lthough he w
as the m

ost junior m
em

ber of a natural w
orking

group, Q
M

2 John L
ooby attained the distinction as the G

roup
O

PC
E

N
’s T

eam
 L

eader, responsible for the docum
entation

phase of search and rescue.  H
e also ensures that all the other

w
atches file logs correctly, critique past cases, and perform

quality initiatives.  L
ooby has used this position to develop his

“subordinates” through cross-training w
ith the T

C
’s, D

14, and
group units.  H

is selection w
as based on “leadership by ex-

am
ple.”  T

he other w
atchstanders praised his SA

R
 coordination

involving m
ultiple plane crashes, m

an-overboard cases, and
several flare sightings.  D

uring the docum
entation phase, L

ooby
developed several m

ethods of keeping statistics that have been
incorporated into the G

roup’s N
W

G
 m

easurem
ent process.

U
S
C
G
C
 
R
u
sh

E
M

 striker sets th
e p

ace
W

e seek energetic, m
otivated people for strikers. A

n E
M

striker,  FN
 John E

dw
ards, exhibited these attributes w

hen he
corrected a vital C

A
R

T
 discrepancy prior to T

ST
A

 on his ow
n

drive and am
bition. U

sing an action plan drafted by the E
M

divisional N
W

G
 to correct deficiencies in the portable tool

periodical m
aintenance schedule program

, he set his sights to
im

plem
enting the concepts w

hile correcting the discrepancies.
H

e personally redesigned the divisional inventory tracking
sheets, perform

ed the entire PM
S, updated all the records and

trained individuals in each division to ensure future com
pliance

and program
 support.

A
ir 
S
ta
tio
n

E
xtra effort for co-w

ork
ers

In this era of stream
lining, high year tenure and centralized

first-term
 reenlistm

ent review
, opportunities for advancem

ent
have becom

e increasingly im
portant for our m

em
bers.  D

uring
the m

ost recent servicew
ide exam

 process, A
D

C
 Provost and

Y
N

C
 T

ripp dem
onstrated that a little extra effort goes a long

w
ay.  T

hey took the opportunity to validate Personnel D
ata

E
xtracts (PD

E
) for tw

o m
em

bers w
ho w

ere either tem
porarily

assigned elsew
here on or leave, so they could participate in the

SW
E

 on their return.
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T
hese articles w

ere com
piled by M

C
PO

 B
illy

Joe W
hitley from

 units as exam
ples of leadership

in the district. If you have notable stories you’d
like to see published, please send them

 via e-m
ail to dcea/D

14d.Top C
ops

T
he crew

 of the C
utter R

ush is given the “
T

op C
op”

 aw
ard by the S

tate of

H
aw

aii, O
ct. 1

8
,  for their pursuit and seizure of the vessel form

erly know
n as

L
uyan B

u 6
0
0
6
, a 1

6
0
-foot fishing vessel spotted using illegal high seas drift

nets about 6
0
0
 m

iles north of M
idw

a
y Island.

PA2 Scott Epperson
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